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Mainstreaming Biodiversity  in the context of Food 
Security & Nutrition





What has IFAD done so far to 
mainstream biodiversity in food 

security? 



“IFAD will pursue “multiple-benefit” approaches that simultaneously 
enhance biodiversity, increase agricultural productivity and lower 
greenhouse gas emissions from the agriculture sector while contributing to 
poverty reduction.”

IFAD Strategic Framework 2016-2025

1. Policies and Strategies

IFAD’s ENRM Policy (2012) 
Focuses on the use and management of the 
natural environment, including natural 
resources -raw materials used for socio-
economic and cultural purposes, and 
ecosystems and biodiversity – together with 
goods and services they provide. 



2. Financing- Loans, grants, GEF



3. Technical Support to IFAD's operations

• Use of SECAP procedures- includes 
guidance statement on biodiversity, 
forests, fisheries, livestock

• Technical expertise in various themes-
Climate and Natural Resource 
Management, Fisheries, Livestock, 
Agronomy, Water, Food security and 
Nutrition  etc

• Technical assistance to projects to 
maximise positive environmental impacts 
of agricultural value chains to avoid 
downward risks 



4. Global Advocacy and Partnerships



5. Knowledge Management  



What are the notable examples of 
biodiversity mainstreaming in 

IFAD’s practices? 



Protecting fisheries value chains affected by 
climate (Djibouti)

Aim: Protect coral reef system and mangroves and expand options for sustainable 
livelihoods, especially for women and men. 

Specific actions: 
• Capacity Development in conservation and sustainable fishing for fishers 
• Investing in renewable energy equipment (ice plants, coolers and insulated 

containers to improve the conservation of fish products).

Impacts: 
• Protection of fisheries value chains affected by climate change. 
• Over 200 ha. of mangroves rehabilitated and protection of coral reefs in 15 

sites, vital for local fish stocks



Community-based integrated NRM project (Ethiopia)

Aim: Improve HH incomes and FS as through sustainable land management 
and improved ecosystem integrity

Key actions: 

Implementation of exclosure zones of highly degraded communal land “social 
fencing” system

Impacts: 

• Increased biodiversity when coupled with a cut and carry system and 
implemented over a large area. 

• Water infiltration and vegetative cover have both shown marked increases. 



What are the main challenges and obstacles? What 
needs to change? 

1. Awareness on biodiversity conservation and its 
sustainable use

2. Policy and institutional constraints

3. Population growth and urbanisation

4. Limited evidence 

5. Silo approach to mainstreaming issues in FAD



What are the next steps and how can we ensure facilitating 
mainstreaming in our practices in the next years?

• Development of Climate and Natural Resource Management strategy (to include 
biodiversity)

• Horizontal integration of mainstreaming themes (Climate & Environment, 
gender, nutrition, youth) and Indigenous People

• Finalisation of the Nutrition Sensitive Value Chains guide for IFAD projects  

• Continue building capacities of governments and communities 

• Corporate indicators and targets: to capture impact on biodiversity 

• Integrate biodiversity into supervision templates to capture project changes in 
to biodiversity


