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Foreword 

By the Secretary General of the UN. 

Executive Summary 

Summary of the key findings and recommendations/perspectives of the report   

Part 1:  Introduction and Background 

Introduction and background to the origin of this Synthesis Report and who it involves. A description of the 

scope and objectives  of the report, and an overview of its anticipated impacts, including: 

 Serving as a main vehicle for the SWFS, documenting baseline results on which future reports under the 

SWFS can build, ensuring a reproductive process for the UN system and leaning on as much as possible, 

what organisations are already doing in terms of reporting.  

 Facilitating information exchange and the identification of areas where there is room to improve, 

strengthen or identify new areas of collaboration on the environment. This may ultimately lead to common 

approaches and strategies on the environment in the long-term.  

 Providing examples of how UN entities are responding to the environment dimension of the 2030 Agenda, 

without prescribing what the environmental dimension should look like or how it should be undertaken. 

 Identifying and sharing good examples of existing inter-agency partnerships and collaboration around the 

environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda.  

 Establishing a forum for the sharing of good practices. 

Part 2: Collaboration and coherence across the UN system 

This section provides a brief overview of the state of coherence, collaboration and coordination on the 

environment within the UN system. The perceived benefits of greater collaboration and coherence are 

described, including:  

 Effective implementation of the environmental dimensions of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. 

 The benefits of greater collaboration and coherence from the perspective of UN organizations. 
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 The benefits from the perspective of Member States. 

 The benefits of sharing UN environmental expertise. 

 Etc. 

Part 3: Methodology 

In this section, the approach used in gathering the information from participating UN organisations is described, 

including the following points: 

 

 The development of the survey  

 Who and how many organisations were involved? - The survey involves voluntary reporting 

 Over what time-period did the survey happen? 

 What types of questions were asked? 

 How were questions asked? 

 Literature review on key literature which already exists regarding the UN system – and what the key points 

of the literature are. 

 Etc. 

Part 4: Summary of Findings 

This section provides an analysis of the information collected and the key trends and findings from the 

responses by participating UN organisations based on the survey structure as follows:  

a) Individual Agency Initiatives 

An overview of initiatives and examples of the organisational changes UN entities are undertaking to respond 

better and mainstream their activities to the environment dimension of the 2030 Agenda is provided, for example 

including on the following: 

 Internal 

o Organisational Strategy 

o Human Resources 

 

 External 

o Communication 

o Projects and Programmes 

b) Partnerships and Collaboration 

Examples of, best practices and lessons learned in formal partnerships on the environment that UN entities are 

engaged in, including with: 

 Other UN Agencies 
 The Private Sector 
 Academia 
 Non-governmental Organisations  

 
c) Opportunities 

This section is dedicated to the identification of gaps in coordination and collaboration (as opportunities or 

challenges) across the UN system. It will also suggest opportunities for scaling-up existing collaboration.  
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Part 5: Conclusions and recommendations 

This section will provide recommendations for work by the EMG in response to identified needs and gaps,  

documented in this Synthesis Report.  

Annexes 


