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Cities and regions can become pollution-free and healthy, globally, when;

1. Policy and practices are designed on holistic, integrated, preventive, multi-level, 
multi-purpose, nature-based, circular, citizen-oriented approaches, instead of  end-
of-pipe, treatment/cure-based, silo-thinking, single-purpose, top-down ones;

2. Global community and national governments build-upon, support, strengthen, 
replicate, and advance good practices by progressive local and  regional 
governments and their networks,  developed over the years through the innovative 
implementation and advancement of Agenda 21 and other sustainability practices;

3. UN Conventions, programmes and mechanisms are redesigned, synergized and 
reformed to fit-for the vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
Paris Agreement and seize the opportunities of an Urban World.

Key Messages



Evolution of Framing Conditions

• Stockholm, 1972 - human environment, including urbanization  in the global agenda

• Vancouver, 1976 - HABITATI

• Rio, 1992 – Earth Summit, Agenda 21 

• Istanbul, HABITATII, 1996 - Making human settlements safer, healthier and more 

liveable, equitable, sustainable and productive. 

• SDG11, 2015 - Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable 

• Paris Climate Agreement, 2015  – engaging all levels of government

• Quito, HABITATIII, 2016 – the New Urban Agenda

• UNEA3, 2017 - #BeatPollution, Pollution-Free, healthy cities



Happy, healthy and inclusive communities look beyond GDP as the primary indicator 
for development, choosing to prioritize health and happiness for all.

Selected Projects:

ACCESSanitation - Accelerating City-to-City Exchange for Sustainable Sanitation

Alcohol Harm Minimization Program

'ALoS' (Local Agenda for Security)

Cities for Safe and Healthy Communities

Incontext

“Justapaz” (Local Agenda for Peace)

Healthy, Happy and Inclusive Communities Agenda

http://www.accessanitation.org/
http://www.iclei.org/index.php?id=9390
http://www.iclei.org/index.php?id=1363.
http://www.iclei.org/?id=9214
http://www.iclei-europe.org/products-activities/?cmd=view&aid=336.
http://www.iclei.org/index.php?id=1391


Synergizing Pollution-health

• Urban Nexus 

• Climate action 

• Sustainable public procurement

• Urban Transitions Alliance - industrial legacy for a sustainable future

• CityFood

• Ecomobility

• Biodivercities

• East Asia Clean Air Cities Initiative

• Climate and Clean Air Coalition – Urban Health Initiative - BreatheLife



Synergizing Pollution-health:

Urban NEXUS

• Curitiba, 1970-1990 • Nashik, 2014



Synergizing Pollution-health:

Climate Action co-benefits



Synergizing Pollution-health:

Sustainable Public Procurement



Synergizing Pollution-health:

East Asia Clean Air Cities
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• ICLEI; CCAC member since 2013

• ICLEI; lead partner of Urban Health Initiative

• ICLEI joining BreatheLife Initiative at COP23 with Bonn (Germany), Tshwane 
(South Africa), Mount Baker (Australia), Bristol (UK), and Västra Götaland
County (Sweden)  as initial pioneers

Synergizing Pollution-health:

CCAC-UHI-BreathLife


