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Meeting on the UN Environment Management Group Task Team on Marine Litter and Microplastics

Meeting report 
24 November 2021

Background

At their 27th Meeting in October 2021,[footnoteRef:1] the EMG Senior Officials endorsed the report “Addressing Litter and Microplastics: UN system-wide contributions”. It was also agreed that the report will be launched and presented at relevant interagency and international fora, such as the UNEA 5.2 and the UN Oceans Conference. [1:  https://unemg.org/about-emg/senior-officials-meeting-som/ ] 


The report highlights opportunities to further strengthen collaborative action in the UN System to address marine litter, covering the issue from source to sea. This meeting offered an opportunity not only for updates among EMG members, but to engage in an open discussion as to how we can continue enhancing collaboration on marine litter from a nexus approach where various agencies can lead and mainstream this topic in programming and policies across the UN system. 


1) Opening of the meeting 

· Mr. Hossein Fadaei (EMG) opened the meeting and stated that the purpose of the meeting was to hear an update from UN agencies to provide an overview of results and on-going work of the task team so far. The meeting also provided an opportunity to discuss the future work of the Task Team in 2022, following the outcomes of the 27th Senior Officials Meeting. 


2) Key outcomes of the EMG report including opportunities for further collaborative action (EMG Secretariat)

· Ms. Patrycja Enet (EMG) delivered a presentation that outlined the key findings and conclusions from the EMG report that was approved by the EMG Senior Officials in October 2021, as well as key updates of the work of the Task Team. A presentation was delivered and shared that outlined the need for enhanced communication, collaboration, coordination within the UN system on this topic, and the work of the Task team in identifying gaps and opportunities for progress, while raising awareness of marine pollution within the UN system. Ms. Enet reiterated that the meeting was an opportunity share updates on the newest developments and to discuss future pathways for collaboration and implementation. 

· The World Bank asked why the presentation was specific to two examples of financing mechanisms and did include other sources of funding such as multilateral development banks. 
· Ms. Enet answered that the strategy so far was to look at financial mechanisms that are integrated in the UN system, rather than external mechanisms, but that more work can be done on this in the future to expand to other deliverables outlined in the report.  


3) Event: UN system contribution to UNEA5.2 and launch of the EMG report (FAO)
Meeting document: Draft concept note

· Mr. Lev Neretin, FAO, presented a proposal for an online event where the report can be launched, stating that this is an important moment of collaboration, in view of UNEA-5.2 approaching in 2022. Primarily, there are four major outcomes of the assessment commissioned by the EMG, that has the support and inputs of over 50 UN agencies, including: raising awareness ahead of UNEA-5.2; providing an overview of UN system activities; demonstrating specific, collaborative, activities of UN agencies in assisting countries; and presenting the diversity of perspectives. Mr. Neretin invited EMG members to suggest high-level speakers to participate in the proposed panel. 

· Ms. Alice Hicuburundi (DOALOS) asked whether there was a title for the side-event, and a reminder of the dates for UNEA-5.2? 
· Mr. Hossein Fadaei answered that the tentative title of the event is the “UN System Response to Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution’ and the proposed dates of UNEA-5.2 is 28 February 2022 – 02 Mar 2022. 

· Ms. Jannica Pitkanen (EMG) highlighted that the event is being coordinated with other on-going event series on the topic of marine litter and plastic pollution. The week of the 10 January 2022 is being discussed as a potentially suitable date at this stage. The Government of Norway, a supporter of this process, has requested that this side-event is organised well in advance of UNEA-5.2 to be able to provide input at UNEA-5.2. Confirmation of these dates may be possible by next week.  

· Mr. Fadaei added that if any members of the Task Team would like to be more closely engaged in the development of the event and in nominating speakers from their respective agencies, they can liaise with Ms. Pitkanen via e-mail, and that further participation is encouraged.


4) Updates from UN entities:

· Ms. Brenda Koekkoek (UNEP) stated that momentum is building following key milestones, such as: the closure of the AHEG on Marine Little and Microplastics in November 2020; the Ministerial Conference on Plastic Pollution in September 2021 at the WTO; the release of the UNEP from Pollution to a Solution assessment in October 2021 and the release of the EMG report. Broad support is expected at UNEA-5.2 and two pathways are under discussion at present. Firstly, Rwanda and Peru have proposed a resolution addressing overall plastic pollution to the environment. Secondly, Japan has developed a working paper to advance the resolution proposing to address marine plastic pollution, both of which refer to the establishment of an intergovernmental negotiating committee for a global agreement. We are now hearing support from roughly 138 countries. Additionally, the missions of Chile and Portugal have formed a group called the Nairobi Group of Friends that are advancing discussions to help support deliberations at UNEA, i.a. through a ‘Brown Bag Series’ covering a range of topics. The first of these was held in November 2021 on the topic of trade, two more sessions are planned in December on socio-economic impacts and market opportunities, and one will be organised in January on chemicals and health. UNEP has been requested by the Secretary General’s Senior Management Group on 02 September 2021, to lead the proposal of a working group to unite efforts across the UN system on solutions to address plastic pollution. The proposed scope of operations of the working group remains under discussion by UNEP to ensure that resources are not being duplicated by the Task Team.  

· The World Bank asked whether UNEA-5.2 will be held in-person or virtually?
· Ms. Koekkoek answered that the UNEA-5.2 is currently planned in-person, although this is subject to on-going global developments in the lead up to the event. 

· FAO asked, with regards to the working group initiated by the Secretary General, how these two processes run in relation to one another.
· Ms. Koekkoek responded that discussions with the EMG secretariat have focused on clarifying the mandate of the Task Team in relation to the process of the Secretary General to ensure that we are coordinating efficiently. 

· UNEP emphasized the importance of the work of the Task Team in relation to the Secretary General’s request. The discussions on how this request will be addressed is still to be considered, although the Task Team will remain a key source group going forward on the topic of plastic pollution, including marine litter and microplastic pollution. The proposal remains in the development stage, but an update will be provided to members shorty. The on-going work of the Task Team was acknowledged in utilizing the full breath of strengths in the UN system. 

· Mr. Daniel Ramos (WTO) shared the newly released ministerial statement on plastic pollution and environmentally sustainable plastics trade (IDP), co-sponsored by 63 WTO members and with more expected to join by next week during the 12th Ministerial Conference on the 01 December 2021. The statement is uniquely focused on environmental perspectives, covering a broad mandate including a number of entry points on trade related to plastic pollution. It is one year since the informal dialogue was established. The statement is preceded by a mapping exercises over the past year, including the identification of entry points and international efforts to address plastic pollution. This was achieved by inviting numerous stakeholders to discussions, showcasing a successful collaboration between WTO and the UN. The ministerial meeting on plastics was held physically at the WTO sending a signal of mutual supportiveness between this process and that of the Secretary General, helping to ensure that key members were clear on the trade track outlined. It was also mentioned that the process of the WTO are not as advanced as the UN process and that it is not a negotiating group per se but tasked with sending a political signal that these WTO members and ministers want trade policies that contribute towards solutions on plastic pollution. Moreover, the main political guidance will come from the UN process, and WTO members are trying to find areas in which they can contribute and be part of the solution. 

· Mr. Carlos Alonso Hernandez (IAEA), from the IAEA Marine Environment Laboratories in Monaco, delivered a presentation on the NUTEC Plastics initiative that deals with plastic pollution through recycling using radiation technology and marine monitoring using isotopic tracing techniques. The initiative provides science-based evidence to characterize and assess marine microplastic pollution, while also demonstrating the use of ionizing radiation in plastic recycling, transforming plastic waste into reusable resources. In this way, the IAEA supports marine laboratories to generate knowledge on the impacts of plastic pollution on coastal and marine ecosystems, tracking, quantifying and characterizing marine plastic pollution.

· Ms. Alice Hicuburundi provided updates from the work of the DOALOS regarding the General Assembly resolutions that provide opportunities for the report to be showcased. The General Assembly has emphasized the importance of implementing Part 12 of the resolution on Oceans and the Law of the Sea. Several provisions are included in each resolution that calls upon states and members to act with respect to marine debris. The issue of plastics is also reflected in the Second World Ocean Assessment released in April 2021, with Chapter 12 addressing this topic, finding that plastics now represents the major share of marine debris most of which comes from land-based sources, and marine debris is present in all marine habitats. Additionally, in terms of capacity building and technical assistance, the Nippon Foundation Fellowship program had a training programme on this last year. DESA is the acting Secretariat for the Ocean Conference, and the Legal Counsel from the Division for Ocean Affairs on the Law of the Sea is the Advisor to the Presidents on leadership matters. This conference was postponed from 2020 to July 2022, covering scaling-up ocean action based on science and innovation for the implementation of SDG Goal 14. Before the end of this year, the preparatory process for the conference will begin including the concept papers for the eight interactive dialogues, some of which will be of direct relevance to the topic of marine litter and plastic pollution. As this topic is by nature a cross-cutting issue, the interactive dialogue 8 will be relevant that looks at inter-linkages between SDG 14 and other SDG’s. Further information can be found in Secretary General’s background note from last year. 

· UNECA stated that the African Regional Forum on sustainable development focuses on selected SDG ahead of the 2022 HLPF, one of which is SDG14, which presents an opportunity for UN agencies to galvanize support for this topic. Additionally, the conclusions from the study on the private sector highlights respective countries’ action plans to manage marine litter. 

· UNWTO stated that since January 2020 the UNWTO and UNEP are leading the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative, that facilitates voluntary commitments for stakeholders to advance the circular economy of plastics. Additionally, the UNWTO is collaborating with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, adapting their New Plastics Economy framework into actionable commitments by stakeholders. So far there are over 100 signatories, many of which are small- and medium-sized enterprises, as well as larger businesses. 

· UNFCCC stated that they are delighted with the outcome of COP26 with respect to the emphasis placed on oceans and the protection of ecosystems by avoiding further pollution. As we move into implementing states’ Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), there is a great opportunity to work together on this topic, monitoring negotiations in the lead up to UNEA-5.2 and as part of the UNFCCC mandate to organize an oceans dialogue at some stage in 2022 to ensure multilateral agreements are implementing and enhancing the aims of this topic.   


5) Role of the Task Team going forward 

· Mr. Fadaei emphasized that based on the preceding discussion and updates of members this Task Team is a key source group for future exchange of knowledge and information amongst UN entities on marine litter. Secondly, this Task Team can respond to some of the immediate calls, as well as the long-term recommendations of Secretary General and the EMG report on Marine Litter. Considering this, the next steps may include producing a Terms of Reference for this Task Team for member’s consideration. Additionally, the team will follow up with the finalization of the report of the EMG, including its design and layout, which is now almost complete, and will inform the preparations for the launch of the report in January 2022, as well as a follow up report to be presented to the UN Ocean Conference next year. 


6) Summary and next steps

· Mr. Fadaei thanked colleagues for their work in building momentum and collaboration and to combat plastic and micro-plastic pollution. This work is also relevant to the UN internal sustainability objectives, and, therefore, it is our aim to link this work with the work of the UN Sustainability Strategy and the work of the SUN. The proposed points of collaboration for 2022 will be provided to members shortly. 

Annex 1: Annotated Agenda

	[bookmark: _Hlk44668035]Time (CEST)
	Details


	14:30-14:35 
(5 mins)
	Welcoming remarks by Mr. Hossein Fadaei, Head of EMG Secretariat



	14:35-14:45 
(10 mins)
	Key outcomes of the EMG report including opportunities for further collaborative action 
Patrycja Enet (EMG Secretariat) will present the key outcomes of the UN system-wide mapping. 

	14:45 -14:55 
(10 mins)
	Event: UN system contribution to UNEA5.2 and launch of the EMG report 
Mr. Lev Neretin, FAO, presents a proposal for a high-level event with the purpose to contribute to UNEA 5.2. and officially launch the EMG report. 


	14:55-15:35       (40 mins)
	Updates from UN entities:
a. UNEA 5.2 and other updates
Presentation by Ms. Brenda Koekkoek, UNEP (5 minutes + 2 minutes Q&A)
b. The Dialogue on plastics pollution and the Ministerial Conference on Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution 
Presentation by Mr. Daniel Ramos, WTO (5 minutes + 2 minutes Q&A)
c. The NUTEC Plastics initiative 
Presentation by <TBC>, IAEA (5 minutes + 2 minutes Q&A)
d. Pollution of water systems and the UN Ocean Conference 2022 
Presentation by <TBC>, DOALOS, 5 minutes + 2 minutes Q&A) 
e. Other updates (10 minutes)


	15:35-15:50         (15 mins)
	Role of the Task Team going forward 
The EMG Senior Officials decided to consider the Task Team to be a resource expert group supporting the mainstreaming of marine litter and microplastics reduction activities in relevant ongoing processes, including in follow up to the EMG report. The objective of this discussion is to solicit views and expectations of UN entities in this regard.


	15:50-15:55 
(5 mins)

	Summary and next steps (EMG Secretariat)

	15:55-16:00 
(5 mins)

	Closing of the meeting 
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