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Report of the Technical Segment  

1. The Technical Segment of 28th meeting of the Senior Officials (SOM28) of the United 

Nations Environment Management Group (EMG) was held as a web conference on 13 

October 2022. The meeting was opened at 15:00 CEST with introductory remarks by the 

Chair, Ms. Ligia Noronha, Assistant Secretary-General, and Secretary of the EMG. 

Following the adoption of the agenda, the Technical Segment discussed and reviewed 

suggested actions for ongoing and new EMG processes to define the EMG’s 2022-2023 

work plan, proposing these actions for consideration by the Senior Officials during the 

SOM28 Senior Segment on 3 November 2022. See Annex I for the list of participants to 

the Technical Segment. 

I. Opening remarks and adoption of the agenda 

2. The Chair opened the Technical Segment by welcoming all participants. She noted the 

progress towards more inclusive and networked environmental multilateralism, and 

highlighted several important resolutions adopted at the fifth session of the United 

Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) concerning chemical waste and pollution, 

nature and biodiversity, green recovery and circular economy and plastic pollution. In 

addition, she recalled that UNEP had marked its fiftieth year in 2022 and had put forth a 

call for stronger implementation of international environmental law and governance. 

Important events, such as the fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties of the 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD COP15) and Stockholm 

+50 also took place. Ongoing intergovernmental processes present an opportunity for 

the EMG to better position itself and become more future-ready.  

II. Adoption of the agenda 

3. The agenda was adopted without amendment. 
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https://unemg.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/EMGSOM.28_2a_Agenda_Technical_Segment.pdf
https://unemg.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/EMGSOM.28_3a_Progress_report-and-Recommended-Actions.pdf
https://unemg.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EMGSOM.28_3b_Work_Plan_2022_23_DRAFT.pdf
https://unemg.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EMGSOM.28_3b_Work_Plan_2022_23_DRAFT.pdf
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III. Consideration of ongoing work including recommendations to the Senior Officials 

4. The Chair invited participants to present overviews and updates on the different 

workstreams of the EMG. 

Issue Management Group on Biodiversity   

5. UNDP presented the progress made by the Issue Management Group (IMG) on 

Biodiversity. EMG officials endorsed the IMG at SOM27. Since then, the focus of the IMG 

has been on facilitating a streamlined approach to the implementation of the post-2020 

global biodiversity framework (GBF), the UN Common Approach to Biodiversity as well as 

the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. In line with this, the IMG has established three 

working groups co-chaired by UNDP, UNEP and UNESCO that promote: 

• Awareness raising and knowledge sharing on the Common Approach: an inventory 

of biodiversity-related technical guidance, knowledge products and training 

materials was created. 

• Accountability and monitoring within the UN system on the Common Approach: a 

draft monitoring and reporting framework for the implementation of the Common 

Approach was developed. 

• The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration: in collaboration with FAO. 

6. The EMG has several forward-looking activities planned around the fifteenth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP15), 

including a UN pavilion space and a roundtable for UN Heads of Agencies.  

7. The CBD Secretariat shared information related to the IMG and COP15. Concerning the 

EMG’s planned roundtable at COP15, the importance of organizing it in proximity to the 

COP’s high-level segment was stressed. CBD COP15 and the twenty-seventh Conference 

of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC 

COP27) were highlighted as opportunities to gain the political attention and commitment 

necessary to adopt the post-2020 GBF at COP15.  

Suggested Actions: Issue Management Group on Biodiversity     

The Senior Officials: 

a) Agree to extend the Issue Management Group on Biodiversity for one more year to 

continue facilitating a coordinated approach to the implementation of the post-2020 

global biodiversity framework and the UN Common Approach to Biodiversity. 

 

Consultative Process for a Pollution-Free Planet 

8. UNICEF then presented the progress made by the Core Working Group on Plastic 

Pollution. The objective of having a common approach towards achieving a pollution-

free planet was reiterated. A set of joint key messages on plastic pollution was ready to 
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be delivered to the office of the Secretary-General, including knowledge challenges, 

proprieties and solutions on which UN entities are working.  

9. As a second deliverable, the Core Working Group is now preparing an overview of how 

the UN system supports Member States in addressing plastic pollution. In particular, the 

information provided for the EMG mapping on marine litter relating to plastics is being 

inputted to the ongoing mapping exercise on plastic pollution, which will feed into the 

"common offer" by the UN system in supporting Member States address the challenges 

of plastic pollution. 

10. UNEP presented updates on the preparations for the first meeting of the 

intergovernmental negotiation committee (INC) to develop a legally binding instrument 

on plastic pollution. This was underlined given that plastic pollution is set to triple by 

2060 and the interconnection between plastics, health and the environment is clearer 

than ever. The new instrument is expected to target sustainable production and 

consumption of plastics, including product design, environmentally sound waste 

management, resource efficiency and circular economy approaches.  

Suggested Actions: Consultative Process for a Pollution-Free Planet 

The Senior Officials:  

a) Agree to continue the Core Working Group on Plastic Pollution to consider 

contributions by the UN system to the multistakeholder engagement process of the 

Intergovernmental negotiation committee (INC) on plastic pollution. 

b) Agree to extend the Consultative Process on a Pollution-Free Planet to develop a UN 

system-wide approach towards achieving the Implementation Plan Towards a 

Pollution-Free Planet including through thematic working groups as needed. 

 

Consultative Process on Sustainable Infrastructure 

11. UNEP presented the progress of the Consultative Process on Sustainable Infrastructure, 

whose main output has been the release of the second edition of the International Good 

Practice Principles for Sustainable Infrastructure, as recognized in the UNEA 5 resolution 

on sustainable and resilient infrastructure. In relation to this, UNU Flores conducted a 

barrier analysis in collaboration with UNEP and Chile’s Ministry of Public Works to better 

understand implementation challenges and opportunities on sustainable infrastructure 

and to explore the ten principles and the specific country context in depth.   

12. An EMG Nexus Dialogue on investing in natural infrastructure was held in June 2022. 

Suggested Actions: Consultative Process on Sustainable Infrastructure 

The Senior Officials:  

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28484/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28484/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
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a) Decide to conclude the Consultative Process on Sustainable Infrastructure, following 

the delivery of its mandate. 

b) Encourage EMG members to continue to promote and support sustainable 

infrastructure through other existing fora such as the Sustainable Infrastructure 

Partnership and the G20. 

c) Continue to communicate and coordinate with the EMG on the topic of sustainable 

infrastructure as appropriate and/or as opportunities arise. 

 

Issue Management Group on Human Rights and the Environment 

13. OHCHR presented an update on the IMG on Human Rights and the Environment. The 

importance of the General Assembly resolution on the human right to a clean, healthy 

and sustainable environment and the Secretary-General’s Call to Action for Human 

Rights were underlined. The IMG will keep collaborating with the IMG on Biodiversity on 

the implementation of the post-2020 GBF once adopted.  

14. The IMG on Human Rights and the Environment has three major workstreams: 

• Integrating human rights and environmental action and advancing rights-based 

environmental action at the country level. A common narrative on the human right to 

a healthy environment is nearing completion.  

• Developing information materials in the context of Stockholm+50, UNCCD COP15, 

UNFCCC COP27, and CBD COP15; organizing side events and designing strategies 

for integrating rights in these processes. 

• Building capacity within the UN system to support human rights-based 

environmental action in the context of the triple planetary crisis (pollution, climate 

change, biodiversity loss).  

Suggested Actions: Issue Management Group on Human Rights and the Environment 

The Senior Officials: 

a) Take note of the work of the IMG on Human Rights and the Environment, including: 

i) The common narrative on upholding the human right to a healthy environment 

to address the triple planetary crisis in connection with the UN Secretary-

General’s Call to Action on Human Rights 

ii) The strategy for engagement with the CBD 

iii) The strategy for engagement with the UNCCD 

iv) The public briefing note on “Advancing a Human Rights-Based Approach to 

Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought: Key Messages”  

b) Agree to extend the IMG’s mandate to continue its work to promote the integration of 

the human right to a healthy environment into the work of the UN.  

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/initiatives/sustainable-infrastructure-partnership
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/initiatives/sustainable-infrastructure-partnership
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Consultations on Environmental and Social Sustainability in the UN 

15. FAO presented an update on the Consultations on Environmental and Social 

Sustainability in the UN, which mainly focused on the UN Sustainability Strategy. The 

dedicated sustainability strategy task team agreed that the governance structure should 

include a network of technical focal points, a body to reach the network and to report, 

and a secretariat to support network activities. The task team also created a working 

group on the monitoring and reporting framework for the strategy.  

Suggested Actions: Consultations on Environmental and Social Sustainability in the UN 

The Senior Officials:  

a) Endorse the proposed governance structure described in document 

EMG.SOM28_INF_2. 

b) Agree that the EMG Secretariat and Sustainable United Nations (SUN) Facility will 

continue to provide secretariat support to the implementation of the Sustainability 

Strategy, on an interim basis for one year, until a long-term host organization for the 

secretariat of the Sustainability Strategy is appointed. 

c) Decide that the Consultative Process becomes a working group under the Network of 

Technical Focal Points of the Sustainability Strategy and will be renamed as ‘Working 

group on the sustainability of programmes’. 

d) Decide that the new ‘Working group on the sustainability of programmes’ will absorb 

the tasks of the ‘Working group on the Model Approach’. 

e) Task the network of technical focal points to develop a knowledge hub for exchange 

of good practice, innovative solutions and shared learning related to the 

implementation of the Sustainability Strategy, and to continue information and 

knowledge exchange on environmental and social sustainability in programming 

through the Working group on the sustainability of programmes. 

 

Issue Management Group on Environmental Sustainability Management 

16. The SUN Facility presented the update on the work of the IMG on Environmental 

Sustainability Management. The work done on the Sustainability Strategy Phases I and 

II was highlighted, and it was noted that the inventory results of the 2022 Greening the 

Blue report had been distributed. The IMG has also finalized and circulated the Inventory 

Management Plan. 

17. There have been efforts with the UNFCCC and the Gulf Organization for research and 

development to finalize and launch the Green Events tool for the calculation of the 

environmental impact of virtual events. Other agencies focused on the Sustainability 

Strategy Phase II, concerning the analysis of how to calculate emissions from 

programmes and Scope 3 emissions. 
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18. With regards to the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review, for the first time this year, 

the report of the Secretary-General also includes data and information on environmental 

footprint reduction efforts. 

Suggested Actions: Issue Management Group on Environmental Sustainability Management  

The Senior Officials:  

a) Commit to accelerating the implementation of the UN Sustainability Strategy in UN 

management and facilities and increase internal capacity and resources for full 

implementation in the context of organizational strategies or mandates. 

b) In the context of their mandates, commit to accelerating the reduction of GHG 

emissions from meetings and conferences in the UN system by:  

i. Continuing to reduce travel by further use of virtual- and hybrid conferences 

in place of in-person conferences and meetings 

ii. Reducing the number of in-person participants at conferences  

iii. For necessary in-person meeting and events, implementing the Greening 

events of the UN Sustainability Strategy, taking advantage of existing green 

events tools already endorsed by the EMG 

c) Decide that the IMG becomes a working group under the Network of Technical Focal 

Points of the Sustainability Strategy and be renamed as ‘Working group on 

environmental sustainability in the area of management’. 

 

UN System-Wide Framework of Strategies on the Environment 

19. On the UN System-Wide Framework of Strategies (SWFS) on the Environment, the EMG 

Secretariat reminded participants about the mandate of the SWFS with regards to 

reporting on the integration and implementation of the environmental aspects of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the UN system, and the two reports prepared 

so far in 2017 and 2021, respectively. The third SWFS report is currently being prepared.  

 

 

Suggested Actions: UN System-Wide Framework of Strategies on the Environment 

The Senior Officials:  

a) Agree to extend the Consultative Process to finalize the third edition of the SWFS 

report. 

b) In the context of the Consultative Process, consider ways to enhance the use of 

environmental data to better inform policymakers and close gaps in environmental 

data and statistics related to the SDGs. 
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Environment Management Group Nexus Dialogues 

20. The EMG Secretariat provided an overview of the EMG Nexus Dialogues held in 2022, 

including those organized to prepare EMG contributions for Stockholm+50.  

Suggested Actions: Environment Management Group Nexus Dialogues  

The Senior Officials:  

a) Welcome the continuation of the EMG Dialogues as a mechanism for ongoing 

discussion and continued exchange of lessons learned and recommendations among 

UN entities and other stakeholders on the implementation of the SDGs including their 

environmental dimensions. 

b) Encourage UN agencies to propose emerging nexus themes for, and contribute 

towards, future Dialogues by sharing their experience and exchanging ideas on 

innovative solutions to emerging, persistent, and systemic environmental challenges 

with other stakeholders. 

 

Task Team on a UN System Contribution to the Stockholm+50 International Meeting 

21. Regarding the EMG Task Team on a UN System Contribution to Stockholm+50, the EMG 

Secretariat referred to the two EMG reports prepared by the Task Teams and the EMG 

Round Table of Heads of UN Agencies organized in the margins of the Conference. The 

recommendations from the round table and the two reports were considered in 

preparation of the Agenda and Strategic Note of SOM28 and the EMG Strategic Narrative 

2023-2030.  

Suggested Actions: Task Team on a UN System Contribution to the Stockholm+50 

International Meeting 

The Senior Officials:  

a) Take note of the EMG contribution to the Stockholm+50 international meeting. 

b) Agree to conclude the Task Team upon completion of its mandate. 

 

IV.  Addressing new issues proposed by the EMG members 

22. The EMG Secretariat recalled that, at the medium-term meeting of the EMG held on the 

18 May 2022, UNEP made three proposals for consideration: 

• Environmental data and statistics for the SDGs: address this issue under the current 

EMG process on SWFS. 

• Strengthening UN system-wide support to Resident Coordinator Offices and the UN 

Country Teams to address the triple planetary crisis: address this jointly with the 

UNSDG Secretariat and share updates and information with EMG members.  



8 
 

• Environmental aspects of minerals and metals: organize a Nexus Dialogue to identify 

whether there is a need for the UN system to prepare a common approach. 

23. In addition, UNEP presented an overview on SDG 12, which addresses sustainable 

consumption and production (SCP), and suggested the following four themes: 

• Focus on enhancing coordination and coherence of the UN-wide offering on SCP. 

• Unlock opportunities for strengthening cooperation and for sharing and mobilizing 

knowledge as well as technology and financial resources. 

• Better support UN resident coordinators in mainstreaming SCP into common country 

analyses and cooperation frameworks. 

• Pave the way for a UN alliance on SCP and SDG 12 with a Nexus Dialogue.  

Suggested Actions: Potential new topics for future work of the EMG 

The Senior Officials:  

a) Acknowledge the importance of collaboration between the secretariats of the EMG and 

the UNSDG to strengthen horizonal alignment and efficiency and UN country support 

in addressing the triple planetary crisis.   

 

V.  Overview of the Senior Segment of the Senior Officials Meeting 

24. The Chair presented an overview of the Senior Segment of SOM28, taking place on 3 

November 2022. The agenda and other relevant documents have been shared and are 

available on the EMG website. The Chair of the Technical Segment will deliver a summary 

of the outcomes of the present meeting to the Senior Officials, who will approve the 

suggested actions proposed today. 

25. Key decisions proposed for the Senior Officials’ endorsement include approval of the 

strategic plan for the EMG for the period 2023-2030. Three questions will guide the 

strategic discussion: 

• How can the EMG become more future-ready to address the emerging global trends 

that will impact international environmental governance? What are the opportunities 

and challenges? 

• How can the EMG strengthen partnerships to enhance the implementation of 

environmental SDGs and environmental dimensions of the SDGs? 

• How can the UN continue to build on its gains and be a leading example in integrating 

environmental and social sustainability considerations across its work? What are the 

opportunities and challenges? 

https://unemg.org/about-emg/senior-officials-meeting-som/
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VI.  Any other business 

26. The EMG Secretariat provided a brief overview of the Heads of Agencies Dialogue 

planned for CBD COP15 in Montreal. They specified that a concept note from the IMG on 

Biodiversity has been prepared, suggesting the individual contributions that the agencies 

might give. The theme of the Dialogue, scheduled for 15 December 2022, from 15:30-

17:00 local time, is Pledging Commitments to Implement the Common Approach on 

Biodiversity and the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. The EMG will also 

facilitate member agencies’ participation within the UN Pavilion space at Place Quebec 

during COP15. 

VII.  Closure 

27. The Chair stressed the importance of a greater engagement of the EMG in addressing the 

interconnected challenges of the triple planetary crisis and other crises such as health, 

inequality, human rights, conflict and war. She added that the EMG should strive for more 

visibility and, in this regard, CBD COP15 and UNFCCC COP27 represent important 

opportunities. She also highlighted the necessity of enhancing not only the normative 

work of the EMG but also supporting its implementation through cooperation with the 

Development Cooperation Office (DCO) and stronger engagement with the High-Level 

Committee on Programmes (HLCP) and the High-Level Committee on Management 

(HLCM). 

28. The meeting was closed at 17:00 CEST. 
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