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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

 

1. Introductory remarks  

Mr. Hossein Fadaei of the EMG Secretariat opened the meeting and welcomed participants. He outlined 

that the purpose of the meeting is to report on progress since the 28th meeting of the EMG Senior 

Officials (SOM28) in October 2022 and the CBD COP 15 in December 2022, and to understand the way 

forward towards SOM29. The meeting provides an opportunity to hear updates on the newly adopted 

Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and on the Common Approach to Biodiversity. The agenda was 

approved.  

 

2. Update by the CBD Secretariat on current efforts on the implementation of the GBF 

Mr. Fadaei invited Mr. Neil Pratt of the CBD Secretariat to provide an update on progress made since the 

COP and the adoption of the GBF, including on expectations on the UN system and the Common 

Approach in this regard.  

Mr. Pratt reminded participants that the GBF was adopted together with a number of supportive 

mechanisms such as the monitoring framework of the GBF and mechanisms for planning, monitoring, 

reporting and review, a resource mobilization strategy and a strategic framework for capacity building 

and development. A decision on cooperation invites governing bodies of other organizations and 

conventions to endorse the framework. There is a need for support from the UN system broadly. A 

number of other conventions and organizations are already in the process of aligning their strategies 

and plans to be supportive of the GBF. Leading up to COP16 in October 2024, intersessional work 

includes the work of an advisory committee on resource mobilization, an ad hoc technical expert group 

on indicators, and an informal advisory group on technical and scientific cooperation among others. A 

network of regional support centres was established to support technical and scientific cooperation 

among countries. An open-ended working group on digital sequence information will provide 

recommendations to the COP on the nature and operationalization of the multilateral benefit sharing 

mechanism. Work is currently ongoing in response to the invitation from the COP to establish a global 

Biodiversity fund under the GEF. A proposal will be considered by the GEF Council meeting in June. 

In response to a question about the status of work on environmental accounting, CBD replied that there 

is a specific reference to the value of aligning national capital accounts with environmental economic 

accounting in decision 15-5. Indicators related to Goal B, targets 9 and 13 are relevant in this context. 

Parties are reluctant to have monetary valuation of natural capital as part of the framework, leading to 

an emphasis on physical evaluation as opposed to monetary evaluation.  



 
 
IAEA inquired if there is a plan to collect information on progress on the GBF prior to October 2024 from 

the different UN entities. 

Conclusion 

Participants supported CBD’s suggestion to organize a separate, more in-depth briefing on the 

operationalization of the GBF and its implementation. In addition to this, deep dive calls can be 

organized on specific outputs of the GBF, to understand how the UN system can contribute to those.   

 

3. Updates on the IMG working groups  

On behalf of the EMG Secretariat, Mr. Eduardo Escobedo shared highlights of the work in the three 

working groups in 2022.  

1) With regard to knowledge sharing, a UN Pavilion and a Heads of Agency dialogue was organized 

during the CBD COP in December to show commitment to the Global Biodiversity Framework 

through the implementation of the UN Common Approach on Biodiversity. An inventory of 

knowledge products was created, currently with 20 contributions, which will be further 

developed in 2023. Further work in this area can include deep dives on specific aspects of the 

GBF and internal biodiversity management in the UN, briefings to EMG members as well as 

coordinated inputs, for instance on target 20 of the GBF.  

UNDP added that discussions have been held with DCO about how knowledge on biodiversity 

can be brought to UN resident coordinators and their offices and UN Country Teams as part of a 

synthesized consolidated EMG supported package of resources on addressing the triple 

planetary crisis.  

UNDP and UNESCO reminded participants of the inventory of biodiversity knowledge products 

and encouraged them to include new contributions : Inventory table. 

2) A monitoring and reporting framework was developed for the Common Approach to 

Biodiversity. The framework includes a selected number of measurable indicators, aligned with 

existing reporting mechanisms to avoid duplication and also overburdening agencies. A final 

draft of the framework was shared with the EMG SOM in October 2022. The framework is yet to 

be formalized and approved. Work in 2023 will focus on the establishment of a baseline that can 

be used for the first midterm report at the end of 2024 and the final report at the end of the 

reporting cycle. Some baselines are already established for existing indicators such as those 

under the QCPR.  

 

3) UN Decade of Ecosystems Restoration  

 

FAO informed that the number of partners in the Decade has grown significantly over the past 

months and now includes 18 UN entities.  

https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/IMGonBiodiversity/Shared%20Documents/Working%20Group%201%20Awareness%20raising%20and%20knowledge%20s/WG1%20Knowledge%20products%20template%20v2.xlsx?d=wc535ef7274904ffdb103ab44f2287501&csf=1&web=1&e=EwF1Qz


 
 

lobal network is growing, the number of partner increase a lot over the last couple of months 

and jump from 151 partners in in October last year to 216 partners in April and it includes 18 UN 

agencies and organization. An update on the work of the Task Forces on Best Practices; Finance; 

Monitoring; and Youth was provided.  

 

IFAD requested the circulation of the ToRs of the working groups.  

 

4. Updates by UN entities on their efforts to implement the GBF and the Common Approach  

Agencies shared updates on their activities related to the GBF. These updates are summarized in 
Annex 1.  
 

5. Consideration of the draft monitoring and reporting framework for final review and approval  

Ms Corli Pretorius of UNEP-WCMC highlighted that values from the 2022 QCPR shows i.a. that 9 UN 

entities do not consider that the Common Approach to Biodiversity is applicable to them. Only 14% 

of the cooperation frameworks reference national biodiversity strategies and action plans. Figures 

on the adoption of environmental and social safeguards show regression. The monitoring 

framework can provide an evidence base that informs the way we design outreach and engagement 

strategies with UN entities to address these weaknesses.  

An IMG meeting focused on a final review of the monitoring framework will be organized with the 

view to table it at the EMG midterm meeting in May. 

6. Any other matters  

No other matters were discussed.  

 
7. Closure of the meeting  

The meeting was closed at 5pm CEST. 
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